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The Mission of the Compassionate Friends is to assist families toward the positive resolution of grief following 
the death of a child of any age and to provide information to help others be supportive.  

 

MEETINGS/REUNIONES  

PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS & ADULT SIBLINGS  

7:00 p.m. ð 1st Thursday of the month 

New Cassel Retirement Center  

900 N. 90th Street ðAuditorium Level 2, Omaha, NE  

 

REUNION EN ESPAőOL/MEETING IN SPANISH 

7:00 pm-3er miércoles de cada mes/3rd Wed. of every month 

One World Community Health Center Conference Room  

4920 S. 30th Street, Omaha NE  

Kelly  712 -326-4308 

   

    Miércoles/Wednesday -  21 July/Julio  
 
    Miércoles/Wednesday -  18 Aug/Agosto  
 

    Miércoles/Wednesday -  15 Sep/Septiembre  
 

 

 

DAYTIME MEETING 

3rd Tuesday of the month at noon. Join us for              

          lunch at Tishõs restaurant. 

     1115 S 35 Street, Council Bluffs  

The Compassionate Friends  
 Greater Omaha Chapter   402 - 571 - 4011  
  P.O. Box 540852, Omaha, NE 68154    www.tcfomaha.org  

                      mail@tcfomaha.org (English) or  correo@tcfomaha.org (Spanish)  

National Office: The Compassionate Friends  P.O. Box 3696  Oakbrook IL  60522 -3696  (877) 969-0010  www.compassionatefriends.org    
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Please send stories, poems or love gifts  by  

August 15, 2010 

 newsletter@tcfomaha.org  

 

July - We will start the meeting with  viewing the movie ñMotherlandò.  
Five grieving mothers find healing together as they  work and visit Africa. 

August -  Wolfelt Touchstone 9 - Seek Reconciliation, not Resolution 
 
September  - "Seasons of Grief" 
 
October - Guest Speaker Cindy Tomcak, bereaved mother and Life 
Coach Wolfelt Touchstone 10 "Appreciate Your Transformation". 
 
November - When Bad Things Happen to Good People 

July/August 2010  

The Compassionate Friends 

Omaha Chapter will be hosting 

a Regional conference  April 

1st ð2nd 2011.  We need your 

creativity to help with choosing 

a theme, centerpieces, t -shirt 

design, silent auction, and 

workshops. 
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Steering Committee 
These members are veterans of the organization 
who  work together as a team to take care of the 
business of the chapter.  Giving back is another 
stage of healing. They will have nametags to iden-
tify them as steering committee, so you can  seek 
them out at meetings for questions or suggestions, 
or a listening ear. 

 

Barbara Schwede 

Kelly Pelster 

Shirley Ashcraft 

Joyce Schlosser 

Kate & John Spinks 

Kelly Kleckner-Silva 

Sandra Massie 

Becky Smith 

Joann Smith 

 

 

Thank you to the following businesses and professionals who have generously assisted us  in our mission  

New Cassel Retirement Center · One World Community Health Center ·  Ted E Bear Hollow ·  Centering Corporation  

Love Gifts Ā Address Change Ā Authorization To Print Name & Dates           

Mail to:  The Compassionate Friends , PO Box 540852, Omaha, NE 68154 

 

Your Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________________Email____________ _______________________________ 

 

City___________________________ State _______ Zip ______________ Phone_____________________ 

 

Date _______________ Gift of $___________    DIRECT MY GIFT TOWARD:  

ɴ   2011 Omaha Conference  ɴ   Angel of Hope Project   ɴ   Memorial Programs     

ɴ   General Fund (90% local/10% national)   ɴ   Outreach ðprinting, postage, phone, web   

In Memory of___________________________________________________________  

 

Message:______________________________________________________________  

 

I  GIVE  MY PERMISSION TO PRINT MY CHILDôS NAME, BIRTH & DEATH MONTH/DAY  IN THE NEWSLETTER  

 

Childôs Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Birth Date __________________Death Date ______________________Your Relationship____________________ 

 

SIGNATURE_REQUIRED_____________________________________________________DATE______________                                                                                                                                                 

You will no longer receive the newsletter if 2 years have passed since our last  

contact with you. You may be added back to the mailing list at your request.    2010 

Kelly Kleckner -Silva has been a Steering Committee member since March of 2007. Kelly is bilingual in Spanish and English and 

facilitates the Compassionate Friends sub -group that is held in Spanish. Kelly has also volunteered her time with the local 

chapter as a past newsletter editor and has also had the opportunity to go to a leadership training presented by the National  

Compassionate Friends office in 2007. Her son, Diego was born on October 4, 1995 and died on June 26, 2004. Diegoõs death 

was sudden and was considered a natural death. He had his appendix taken out on Feb. 10, 2004 and everything was fine. Four 

months later, he had pains in the same location only one day before dying. On June 26, 2004 he went into shock and died.  His  

death was due to how his body healed. The scar tissue from the appendix operation healed in a way that it blocked the blood 

from passing through the intestines, this is painful and caused him to go into shock and die.  

After Diegoõs death, Kelly was very interested in reading as much as she could and that is how she found information online 

about, The Compassionate Friends. She also spent hours making a website www.diegoceballos.com , on her own in memory of 

her son. Making this website was very helpful in dealing with her different emotions during the grieving process. It is a wor k 

in process and she plans on adding more as time allows. When Diego died Kelly tried finding resources or groups in Spanish an d 

couldnõt find any groups in Spanish. Toward the end of 2006, Kelly was contacted by a member of TCF Omaha chapter about a 

Spanish speaking family in need of support. Kelly began the Spanish sub -group which started in May of 2007. Kelly has three 

surviving daughters, Carina, Jocelyn and Mariana. They all love their brother so much and have learned who he is through pic-

tures, videos and stories. Carina turned 3 years old on June 19, 2004 exactly 1 week before Diegoõs death. Diegoõs two other 

sisters, Jocelyn and Mariana both were born after his death. Diego's family talks about him and this helps to keep his memory  

alive.   

meet other steering committee members in 

the next newsletter  

http://www.diegoceballos.com
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Ǆ Gifts of Love Ǆ 
Our activities support the grief work of many families. We also work to educate members of our community 

about the grief process and how they can support bereaved parents. Please help us help others by making a 

LOVE GIFT today. TCF is a 501c3 organization and funded only by donations. Monetary gifts in any amount 

are deeply appreciated and we gratefully accept these gifts knowing our children are warmly remembered.  

Chapter expenses include printing, postage, library, yellow pages, and memorial programs. Use the form above 

to send a tax deductible gift.  

 

Ǆ  General fund Gifts received February 15 ñApril 15   Ǆ 

Jackson William Johnson by Alan & Shannon Johnson  ǄAnonymous 

Ǆ  Outreach Gifts received February 15 ñApril 15   Ǆ 

In Our Hearts And Minds Forever - Kevin Lee Schafer by Lila & Tom Schaefer ǄIn Loving Memory - Shannon 

Lee Lloyd by Russ & Anne LloydǄHappy "Golden" Birthday - 23 On May 23 - We Love You - Amber Nicole Ol-

berding by Merv & Kris Olberding  

Ǆ  Memorial programs Gifts received February 15 ñApril 15   Ǆ 

In Memory Of Our Beautiful Nicole - Nicole Renee Spiegel Wheeler by Randy & Jan Spiegel ǄIn Loving Mem-

ory, We Miss You, Eric - Eric Scott Jacobsen by Wayne & Diane Jacobsen  

Ǆ  Angle of Hope Gifts received February 15 ñApril 15   Ǆ 

In Loving Memory - Allie Costello by Mark & Maryellen Costello ǄIn Loving Memory - Matthew A. Schmill by 

Bob & Lynn SchmillǄIn Loving Memory - Dawn Renee Schuster by Trish Schuster  

Ǆ  2010 Banner Gifts received February 15 ñApril 15   Ǆ 

ǄHeidi Ann Hirniak by Bo & Diane Hirniak ǄRandy James Nunez by Judy RoseǄAnthony James Ochoa by Max & 

June OchoaǄMichael Peterson by Marge Peterson ǄVivian Leigh Lemke by Tori & Tyler Lemke ǄMichaiah Delano 

Taylor by Sharon Fruechtenicht ǄSally Frances Bruckner by Joanne Bruckner ǄLois Leona Gipson-Swails by 

Ralph & Louise GipsonǄLynette Schlosser Angers by Al & Joyce Schlosser ǄChad W. Harlow by Betty Har-

lowǄRay Nastase by Tom & Mary Nastase ǄChristopher P. Pecoraro by John E. Linda Pecoraro ǄJoel D. Kudym 

by Fred And Judy Kudym ǄNed James Sariscsany by Jim & Colleen Sariscsany ǄCory Ryan Mracek by Pat 

MracekǄMike B. Antrim by Paula Hall ǄAndrew "Andy" Blair by Robert & Barbara Blair ǄKelcey Renae Fike by 

Mary Jo Fike ǄWilliam Carl Drieling by Beth Pribil ǄJeffrey Brown by Connie Frederick ǄDonna Lyn Nun by 

Shirley Nun ǄBrady Wendelin by Jeanne Hibbert ǄIan D. Ray by Jeff & Sharon Kryger ǄKole Dean Skartvedt by 

Kyle Skartvedt ǄMichael Ray Hawes by Leslie & Florence Hawes ǄLuann Miller by Jack & Mary Ann Miller ǄDavid 

Michael Martz by Lisa Martz ǄMegan Mccawley Boever by Mike & Mary Mccawley ǄSteve W. Burhenne by 

Elmer & Carol BurhenneǄAndrew Q. Cisneros by Alan Cisneros ǄMatthew Applegate by Mark & Dana Apple-

gateǄColton Joseph Peterson by Joe & Tammy Peterson ǄJoshua Timothy Balters by Marcus & Sarah Beth Bal-

ters ǄTrevor Frederickson by Melanie & Darrin Petty ǄCari Sue Sporhase by Joyce Sporhase ǄJonathon (Scoob) 

Nielson by Bert & Sally Nielson ǄNatalia Ramirez by Leticia Franco ǄLaura  M. Erickson by Robert & Carol 

EricksonǄScott Woodrich by Marie Curro ǄTimothy Ronald Larsen by Mary Larsen ǄDawn Renee Schuster by 

Trish Schuster ǄAaron Michael Hartline Vonknorring by Jim And Trudy Hartline ǄMatthew A. Schmill by Bob & 

Lynn SchmillǄRebecca Ann Sullivan by John Sullivan ǄEric Scott Jacobsen by Wayne & Diane Jacobsen ǄAlex 

Morrow by Mary Morrow ǄHadleigh Faith Mullenberg by Pete & Amy Mullenberg ǄJohnathan R Smith by Rich-

ard & Rebecca Smith ǄJacob Paul Jackson by Dave & Debi Jackson ǄMichael James Tilson by Pam Bulthuis ǄErin 

Krystal Pelster by Vic & Kelly Pelster ǄEmma Juliana Ocanto-Secola by Lourdes Secola  

ǄMark Thomas Massie by Tom & Sandi Massie ǄSarah Elizabeth Nun by Clarence & Kathy Nun ǄMichael Andrew 

Epstein by Arnold & Helen Epstein ǄDaniel Logeman by Melvin & Diane LogemanǄChad Chollett by Ken & Linda 

Chollett  
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